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HOLME VALLEY CLIMATE ACTION PARTNERSHIP (HVCAP) 
 
The Tech is supporting the HVCAP network by carrying out climate actions to help the 
Valley become carbon neutral by 2030. 
 
In the Community 
 

 The Tech is a Community Benefit Society, ensuring its activities and facilities 
are community-led and supported by the local community. 

 Through our Co-worker Space, we are promoting better IT and Broadband 
services in the Valley for home workers. We have calculated that it could save 
everyone who books a £10-per-day co-worker desk space £40 per day in 
motoring costs as well as significantly lowering their carbon footprint, when 
they would normally commute to Leeds, Manchester or Sheffield. 

 We have a number of rooms, of different sizes and potential uses, to encourage 
local working, start-up businesses and business hubs. For example, the North 
Office is being used by a local SME specialising in website design and social 
media creative content.  

 We support local events such as the Holmfirth Film Festival, Festival of Folk and 
ArtWeek Fringe, to provide rooms and facilities to help promote tourism in the 
Valley. 

 We are supported by a host of volunteers, all local, who don’t have to travel 
very far to support us at many of our community-led activities, e.g. Carer’s 
Count, craft and chatter, drop-in and regular coffee mornings.  

 The Tech’s Light Room is available to use for local employment, education and 
training workshops, reducing levels of commuting and encouraging our young 
people to stay in the local area. 

 The Tech’s website provides a link to the HVCAP website, to raise awareness of 
the network and what we can all do to help. 
 

For the Environment 
 

 The energy efficiency of The Tech is currently low, with poor insulation, 
inefficient boiler and heating controls and single glazed leaky windows. Working 
in partnership with HVCAP, we hope to take advantage of HVCAP’s expertise to 
obtain grant funding to make massive improvements as soon as possible.  

 The Tech is well underway with a program of works to replace all of the old 
fluorescent lighting with new, low energy LED units (pending further funding). 
This will reduce our use of energy for lighting by approximately 50% and the 
recent second phase works are calculated to save more that 2 tonnes of CO2 
per year. 

 The Tech is currently investigating the feasibility of assigning a portion of our 
outdoor space for ‘re-wilding’ and would appreciate further advice from HVCAP 
on this. 

 Although good ventilation in our rooms is possible and has been a necessity 
throughout the Covid-19 pandemic, we encourage all our room hirers and users 
to help reduce our energy costs and CO2 emissions. We regularly remind them, 
through our Room Hire Agreements, to turn off lights, close windows and doors 
or turn down heating and radiator thermostats when rooms are not in use.  
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 We support the Holme Valley Repair, Reuse & Recycle campaign, by recycling 
and reusing as much of the Tech-generated waste as possible. That includes 
paper, cardboard, plastic cartons and glass bottles. We also use eco-friendly 
cleaning products and equipment wherever possible. 

 We are the home of the Holmfirth’s Repair Café, held every first Saturday of the 
month, at the Tech. Holmfirth Repair Café started life after Covid struck, to 
repair, reuse and recycle clothing, equipment, gadgets and personal 
belongings. 

 We provide a drop-off point for the recycling and reuse of old school uniforms. 
 Throughout our planned renovations of the building, we will continue to use 

local contractors, reducing travel time, and keeping employment and skills in 
the Valley. 

 As part of our improvements to our outside space we hope to be able to to 
install EV (electric vehicle) charging facilities and a cycle rack in our car-park.  
The EV charging point supports the move to electric vehicles, reducing tailpipe 
CO2 emissions.  

 The cycle-rack would promote bike use by Tech users when working at or 
visiting The Tech. This supports the local initiative ‘Bums on Saddles’, set up by 
Holmfirth Transition Town (HoTT) and also National Bike Week (6-12 June 
2022). 

 The Tech is the preferred venue for meetings of the Holme Valley Climate 
Action EcoHolmes Community Land Trust (https://ecoholmes.org.uk/). 
EcoHolmes CLT aims to provide homes in the Valley which are less than 80% of 
the market value to buy or rent, that are low-energy (target net-zero energy) 
and economical to run. The low carbon homes would be sustainable and built to 
national space standards. The homes would benefit local people living and 
working in the Valley.  
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